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CFA Outer-Metro Map Book 
Client: Luke Corbett, Victoria Country Fire Authority 

In 1991 the CFA, Survey & Mapping Victoria and other Victorian 
Emergency Service Organisations co-produced the ESMAP Outer 
Melbourne Directory of topographic and town maps. This directory has 
proven of immense value to all emergency services and has become an 
indispensable aid to the public as well. 

Spatial Vision was contracted to develop a replacement publication 
for the CFAdirectory in mid 2004. The new publication was delivered 
in early 2005. 

Given the large numbers of people living and working in Melbourne’s 
rapidly growing outer metropolitan suburbs (which include the 
Dandenong Ranges), this new map book helps ensure an effective 
response by CFA brigades and other emergency services. 

The publication contains 89 topographic maps at 1:50,000 and 27 
township maps at 1:25,000. 

An important feature of the map book is that it uses Land Victoria’s 
standard Vicmap digital data for base topographic and transport 
themes, data sets consistent with those used by all other emergency 
services in Victoria. Importantly, a seamless digital image of the 
1:50,000 maps has been provided to Emergency Communications 
Victoria (ECV) for use in the State’s Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) 
system thereby ensuring all emergency service operators utilise the 
same map base. 

All maps were produced using automated GIS processes, with a 
small amount of manual cartographic enhancement.  Spatial Vision 
uses ESRI’s Maplex product to place annotation.   

Given the reliance on Vicmap digital datasets, an important feature of the new map book is the 
provision of a suitable feedback process to ensure data integrity issues identified by users can be 
reviewed and contribute to a continual improvement process that benefits all VicMap digital 
users.  A feedback form in the map book supports this process.   

This map book product is not currently available to the general public. 
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